
Dear Oldham County Middle School Band Students:
I would like to welcome you to the award winning Oldham County Middle School Band Family and congratulations on your decision to be a part of one of the finest organizations in the country.  There are few organizations of any kind so rich in tradition and success that also include so many real-world experiences for student and booster alike. The 2016-2017 school year gives us all the opportunity to carry on this outstanding tradition of excellence. The Oldham County Middle School Band provides musical activities that encompass a wide scope and allows everyone a chance to reach the highest possible level of success.

While the musical activities are the core of our program, the total band experience provides the student far more opportunities. During the year, the student will be able to participate in leadership development programs; learn and apply planning, goal setting, and team-building skills; and spend time with other students and adults who have direction and goals as an integral part of their lives.

The Oldham County Middle School Band features three outstanding concert organizations that have developed a reputation for musical excellence through concert and festival performances. These ensembles present several public concerts as well as perform in the KMEA Concert Festival in the Spring.  In addition to ensemble successes, members of the Oldham County Middle School Band distinguish themselves through individual efforts in All-County and All-District auditions, Solo and Ensemble Festival, and other Honor Band activities.

The cornerstone and legacy of the Oldham County Middle School Band program is striving for excellence through dedication, learning, experience, and a team effort from student’s, boosters, and staff. The substantial recognition that the Band receives is in no small way a result of the success acknowledged in the past at reaching for and obtaining excellence. This school year looks to be an exciting opportunity to build on that legacy. It is also important to note that one side benefit to the total band experience is the fun and lasting relationships and memories that are developed by both students and parents. Hard-working students, dedicated staff, involved and active parents, and a supportive administration and community all combine to make it possible for the Oldham County Middle School Band program to offer an outstanding array of musical opportunities. 

Our students are expected to set and reach high goals for themselves and their program, and the rewards of meeting those expectations are immeasurable. Members of the Oldham County Middle School Band develop musically, emotionally, mentally, and socially.

This handbook is intended to be used by students, parents, administrators, staff, and directors as a convenient source of information regarding the varied aspects of the Oldham County Middle School Band. We have tried to cover as thoroughly as possible every facet of the program. Students and parents should read this handbook carefully and must sign and return the agreement on the last page upon becoming a member of the Oldham County Middle School Band each year. Band members will be expected to understand and abide by all rules and regulations set forth in this book.
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CONCERT BAND
To be a member of the Concert Bands, the student must be enrolled in the proper band period during the fall and spring semester and must meet all financial obligations. Each student must comply with all rules and regulations for that particular organization. The student agrees to attend all after-school rehearsals (including section rehearsal) and all

performances. (Exceptions are through director approval only.)

Directors should be notified IN ADVANCE if a student is going to be absent from a rehearsal or performance. Absences from band rehearsals or performances are unexcused unless due to (a) personal illness, (b) death in the family, (c) an emergency, or (d) special permission of the directors obtained in advance by the parent or guardian. Students must

exhibit consistent responsibility in these areas.

All students are to be inside the band room before the tardy bell sounds. At three minutes after the bell, each student is expected to be in his/her seat, with stand, music, and necessary materials (especially a pencil). There should be silence in the band room when the conductor gets to the podium.

Brass players should have all necessary accessories (valve oil, slide grease/spray, mouthpiece, etc.).  Reed players should have at least two working reeds at their seat during rehearsal. Ideally, you should have four to five working reeds that you rotate using from day to day. Your reeds will last longer and you will get better play from them if you do not use the same reed all the time from the day it is new until it is worn out.
Percussionists should each have a pair of concert snare drum sticks, and mallets. Always make sure you have all of the required equipment needed to perform on your

assigned instrument. 

Cases should be left in the Instrument Storage Room or on the shelves in the band room during rehearsal. They are unnecessary obstructions in the rehearsal area. At the end of rehearsal, make sure you put all of your equipment away. Instruments should be put in the Instrument Storage Room until time to take home for practice. Music that is not being taken home should be placed in the appropriate slot in the music rack. 

Percussion equipment is to be put away at the conclusion of rehearsals. Timpani and keyboards for which there are covers should be covered. Small equipment, including cymbals and concert snare drum, should be put in cases (if available) or returned to the appropriate storage area. This will help keep non-percussionists from “playing around” and will keep the equipment in better working order.

Problems of an individual nature (music missing, problems with instruments, etc.) should not take class time. These issues should be dealt with either before school, after school, or just before class as a last resort. (We are at school by 7:45 a.m. every morning and are always available after school.)

Talking during rehearsals must be kept to a minimum. Talking should always be about music we are studying and should never be a distraction to the conductor or other students. DO NOT leave your money, purses, wallets, or other valuables UNATTENDED during rehearsals or during the school day. We cannot be responsible for valuables left in unsecured areas.
Band is a unique course at Oldham County Middle School. It has curricular requirements, just as any other academic discipline, but it also has out-of-class time requirements. The strength of our band program is the consolidation of these requirements into one performance-based, academic course of study. The level of commitment from each individual student is the driving force behind the organization and is reflected in the level of achievement reached by the individual and the program. Band is a learning activity. Rehearsals, whether during or after school, are the means by which students learn, and

by their very nature cannot be reproduced or made-up. Therefore it is imperative that students be present unless the absence is absolutely unavoidable. Excessive rehearsal absences will undoubtedly affect a student’s performance. Although we frequently

function as conductors, we are primarily teachers responsible for the musical and aesthetic education of each student in the band program. This is the reason we are absolutely insistent upon each student’s daily participation. Rehearsals are not optional and are reflected in the student’s daily grade.

Performances are viewed as major tests: a performance is a learning experience that cannot be duplicated in a rehearsal hall or practice room; the level of concentration required in a public performance assists each student in developing an insight into his/her own level of performance; a performance is an important evaluative tool, allowing comparison of a student's performance in relation to classroom objectives presented and

with past performances. Absences from performances are only excused in the event of an extreme emergency: serious illness or hospitalization of the student, death in the family, religious holiday, or other reasons deemed excusable by the directors. All absences from performances or rehearsals must be approved by the band directors IN ADVANCE.

Students are required to attend all performances, rehearsals and classes. If a student

is absent from any performance, rehearsal, or class with an excused absence, the student will be required to do make up work for the absence. This includes leaving a performance early.  Make up work consists of music theory worksheets that are to be turned in no later than two school days after the missed concert, rehearsal, or class.  
Finally, we take our jobs as band directors seriously. The band as an organization provides a medium through which student’s progress academically, musically, and socially. Musicianship, attitude, attendance, punctuality, conduct, and a desire for excellence are absolutely expected from each member of the Oldham County Middle School Band. Therefore, individual practice and preparation are essential. No other discipline in education requires the high level of achievement from all participants as does musical performance. Through the level of commitment required we hope to better prepare our students for the responsibilities encountered throughout their lives.

Pep Band

The OCMS Pep Band is a musical group (required for 8th grade band members and open for any and all 7th grade members) that will have rehearsals during the school day beginning in August.  These performances are treated and graded the same as tests.  Makeup work (commensurate with the missed time of the pep band activity) will be provided for any 8th grade student who does not attend.  Students who are involved in OCMS school sponsored extracurricular events may be exempt from attending Pep Band events.  
Contests and Festivals

Contests, festivals, and other adjudicated activities are important features of the Oldham County Middle School Band program. It is through these activities that we obtain valuable feedback about our progress as individuals and as a program. Although we never “live or die” by any one judge’s or any panel’s opinion of our performance, it is important that we learn the value of giving maximum effort and standing by the results as our best possible effort that day. Competitive performances are packed with emotion. Because of the amount of time, work, and discipline required to produce award-winning

performances, we develop great camaraderie within the organization. We share hardship, discomfort, fatigue, oppressive heat, chilling cold, long bus rides, disappointment, tears, success, and joy. Along with these emotions goes a high level of tension, which often

causes students to react immaturely. We learn to avoid these normal pitfalls and to channel our energies and attention toward the goal of performance excellence and the ultimate success that will follow.

The band’s image is based on each individual. Our public reputation is based upon our appearance, our actions, and our projection of pride and organization. It is the responsibility of each band member to insure that we present the best possible image at all times.

Individual Opportunities

All-District Band, Solo and Ensemble, the LYO, and various University Honor Band activities provide students with opportunities to excel individually on their instrument and to receive recognition for their musical achievements.

HONOR BANDS

Auditions for All-District Band are held in November or December. Students perform required music (available in the band office) and scales. The audition process ranks the students from KMEA’s Fifth District on their specific instruments. Students selected for one of the ensembles prepare and present a concert.  To be eligible for these auditions, students must be members in good standing of the Band program at Oldham County Middle School and pay an audition fee.

There are always outstanding musicians in the Oldham County Middle School Band,

and we strongly encourage widespread participation in these activities. Often, colleges and universities use membership in these organizations as partial criteria for music scholarship consideration. Other “Honor Band” activities may be available to OCMS Band students during the school year, either based on audition or application. These events include the Tri-State Middle School Honor Band sponsored by Morehead State University and the EKU Honors Band sponsored by Eastern Kentucky University. Students will be notified of these events.

SOLO AND ENSEMBLE

Solo and Ensemble Festival, held in February, also gives students an opportunity to excel individually or in small instrumental groups. Students may select their own music (with the directors’ approval) or directors will assist in the selection. There is a minimal entry fee for each participant.  The event is very beneficial to the development of our total band program.

LOUISVILLE YOUTH ORCHESTRA
The LYO, founded in 1958, provides an extraordinary musical experience for young people from grade school through age 21. The LYO is made up of four orchestras, an elementary string program, and various ensembles in which students advance according to their own musical progression and interests. There are nearly 350 musicians from 60 schools and 15 counties in the Louisville & Southern Indiana metro area.
Musicians are required to participate in their school instrumental music programs and must take private music instruction. Financial scholarships for instruction are available and awarded based on need. Performance opportunities provide a wide range of meaningful experiences from September through June each year.  For more information, please visit www.lyo.org.
Band Director’s Award

The Band Director’s Award is the highest distinction an Oldham County Middle School Band student can achieve.  This award is given to two 8th grade band members who, throughout their three years as being a member of the OCMS band, have demonstrated a true commitment to OCMS and the band program.  This commitment is demonstrated through the following: high academics, fundraising, volunteering, being selected into the All-District Band, the Tri-State Middle School Honor Band, the EKU Honors Band, participating in Solo and Ensemble events, and various other events.  The students selected for this award receives a trophy for their accomplishment and their names are engraved on the Band Director’s Award Plaque that hangs with pride in the OCMS Band Room.

Expectations

For Rehearsals and Performances
1. NO TALKING while rehearsal is in progress

2. NO TALKING when the announcements, videos, or audios are on.

3. Raise your hand and be recognized by the teacher before speaking

4. Have appropriate materials in class – come prepared

5. Respect the band room.  No gum, food, or drink in the band room

6. Respect others.  Keep your hands and feet to yourself  

· Only band members and or faculty/staff are allowed in the band room

· Insubordination to Mr. Wise or Mr. Rogers will not be tolerated

· No drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products allowed

· Participation in athletics is highly suggested, but students must attend all band rehearsals and performances which will be coordinated with the athletic schedule

· No foul or abusive language

· Students must respect other band members’ property… Do not play someone else’s instrument…NO EXCEPTIONS

· Percussion instruments are to be used by percussionists only

· Respect your environment - pick up after yourself

· Never leave money, books, or valuables in the band room 

· Mr. Wise, Mr. Rogers and Oldham County Middle School are not responsible for any personal items lost or stolen

· All instruments when not in use are to be stored in the instrument storage shelves

· No instrument should be left on the floor or out of its case

· Students are not allowed in the directors office, library, or storage closets without permission 

· Respect our band property, refrain from:

· Leaning or writing on the stands

· Setting anything on any instrument or its case

· Students will not engage in public displays of affection

· If you borrow an Oldham County Middle School instrument, regardless of the current appearance and shape of your instrument, you must provide great care and maintenance.   You will be held financially responsible in the event of further damage and or loss due to negligence.  Also, you will be held financially responsible if you “willingly” or “accidentally” damage other instruments and or band equipment.  That is, if you play the tuba, oboe, bassoon, or any other instrument that the band has provided you, you will pay to replace or repair the instrument if you damage or lose it.
Consequences

First Offense:
Verbal warning

Second Offense 
Detention and or work assignments 

Third Offense 
Individual discussion with director and notification to 

parent/guardian or conference with parent/guardian

      Fourth Offense 
Dismissal from band until meeting with parent(s)/guardian(s) and 

Principal (referral)
Serious Discipline Clause
In the event a student blatantly and/or maliciously causes a serious classroom disruption, the severe disciplinary clause will take effect and the student will immediately be taken to the principal’s office, and will serve the fourth offense consequence. 

Membership Requirements

The membership of the Oldham County Middle School Band will be limited to students in grades 6-8.  Also, to be in the Oldham County Middle School Band, you have to be:

· responsible for your actions

· responsible for your attitude

· responsible for your assignments

· respectful to yourself

· respectful to your peers

· respectful to Mr. Wise and Mr. Rogers

· respectful to guests to the band room 

· respectful to the facilities

· committed to your peers

· committed to the band program AND

· committed to excellence

Daily Rehearsals

· Each class will rehearse during their class period.  

· Students are responsible for bringing their instruments cleaned and in perfect working order to every rehearsal and performance. 

· A student’s instrument should only be played by that student.

· EVERYONE must have a pencil and a small note book to take notes about

the rehearsal every day.
· Members are expected to be on time for every rehearsal and performance and remain for the entire rehearsal.
Performances
· When you arrive to the Performance, you will:
· Be on time 
· To be 30 minutes early is early.

· To be 15 minutes early is on time.

· To be on time, is to be late.

· To be late, is unacceptable!

· Quietly get your horn out of the case 
· Properly warm up on scales and/or long tones until the director is ready to begin.   
· Full attention is to be given to the directors at ALL TIMES!  

· AGAIN, be respectful to your peers, to yourself, to guests to the band room, and to the facilities.

· Attendance to all performances is MANDATORY

· Students must ride the bus to all performances when a bus is needed.  Students may ride home with their parents or guardian ONLY – not friends.  Parents must provide written permission which is to be given to Mr. Wise or Mr. Rogers ONLY.  Students who are riding home with their parents will be released at the buses after the performance.

· Members are expected to stay at the performance site until the ENTIRE performance is completed.

· Band students will sit together as a unit in assigned seats at all performances. 

· Do not play your instrument in public alone.  Mr. Wise or Mr. Rogers will warm-up and rehearse the band as a group.

· Students are expected to listen carefully and follow directions given by Mr. Wise, Mr. Rogers, and the chaperones.     

· The official Oldham County Middle School Band uniforms are to be worn in their entirety when we reach the performance site.  

· The uniform will be passed out to each student by an official chaperone and the uniform is to be handed back over to that chaperone before you depart the school. 

Practicing at Home

Playing a musical instrument is a physical activity and like any physical activity, the body needs repetition for strength and accuracy.  Every musician uses tiny muscles in his/her mouth and those muscles need conditioning – an act that merits daily repetition.  Even practicing the same pieces help strengthens a student’s embouchure.  

Along with the tiny muscles in the mouth, daily practice helps with the student’s accuracy.  Ability could be defined as “being able” to duplicate without mistake over and over again.  Daily practice helps students become more accurate n playing the intended note.  In order to reach a high level of playing ability it is expected that each band member practice 30 minutes every day outside of the school day.  

Instrument Care
School-owned instruments become the responsibility of the student to whom they are

issued. Any damage other than normal wear and tear will be repaired at the student's expense. Individual instruments must always be maintained in top playing condition.  Remember that horseplay can cause damage to instruments and equipment. Be careful with your instrument, place it out of harm’s way if it is necessary for you to put it down, and never play around with or play on anyone else’s instrument.
There is a $50.00 rental fee on all instruments owned by Oldham County Middle School.  Before a student can use a school instrument, the parents or legal guardian have to sign a form that confirms the condition of the instrument before the instrument is checked out.  By signing this paper, parents agree to pay for all damages the student may inflict on the instrument or loss of the instrument.  The student will not receive an instrument until the $50.00 fee is paid.  

Accessories  

Every student is responsible for buying their own accessories/equipment for their instrument.  These accessories can be bought at a discounted student price at the Oldham County Middle School Band Store before and after school.  Such accessories are: reeds, cork grease, cleaning cloths, ligatures, mouthpieces, slide grease, valve oil, etc.  

Storage

Each student may leave their instrument on the appropriate shelf in either Mr. Wise’s or the storage room.  The shelves are for band instruments ONLY!  Book bags, books, folders, etc. are not permitted.   

Grading Policy

Numeric Grade:

1st 9 Weeks:

Playing Quizzes



20%

Playing Tests 




40% 

Theory Assignments



20% 

Participation




20%

2nd 9 Weeks:

Playing Quizzes



10%

Playing Tests 




20% 

Theory Assignments



20% 

Christmas Concert



50%


3rd 9 Weeks:

(7th and 8th Grade Band)

Playing Quizzes



10%

Playing Tests 




20% 

Theory Assignments



20% 

KMEA Concert



40%


(6th Grade Band)

Playing Quizzes



20%

Playing Tests 




40% 

Theory Assignments



20% 

Participation




20%

4th 9 Weeks:

Playing Quizzes



10%

Playing Tests 




25% 

Theory Assignments



25% 

Spring Concert



40%


Effort Grade:

Each student will start every period with 10 points for Effort.  At the end of each 9 weeks, each student’s effort points will be added and then divided by the points possible.  This will provide the average for the effort grade.  Points will be deducted from the daily effort grade as follows:

1. Tardy (T) – 2 points

2. No Instrument or Music (NI, NM) – 5 points

3. No Pencil (NP) – 2 points

4. Bad Posture (BP) – 1 point first time, 2 points each additional time

5. Not Attending an After School Rehearsal (NR) – 10 points 

6. Not Attending an After School Concert (NC) – 10 points

Conduct Grade:

Each student will start every period with 10 points for Conduct.  At the end of each 9 weeks, each student’s conduct points will be added and then divided by the points possible.  This will provide the average for the conduct grade.  Points will be deducted from the daily conduct grade as follows:

1. Disruptive Behavior (DR) – Teacher Discretion

2. Off Task (OT) – 1 point first time, 2 points each additional time

3. Chewing Gum (CG) – 2 points each time

4. Sent Out of Class (SO) – 10 points each time

Lessons

Private lessons are the key to developing an outstanding musical organization. Students who study their instruments privately with a professional show rapid improvement in individual musicianship. As these students improve, their excitement towards practicing increases, they continue to improve, and they become a stronger contributor to the overall

success of the band. Private instruction has a great impact on the individual student and

on our band program both this year and in the future. Directors will assist you, if needed, in selecting a private instructor. The key to satisfactory results from private instruction is to start as soon as possible.... SO START NOW!  (a list of approved private instructors is included)
Oldham County Middle School Bands

Concert Schedule for 2016-2017
Dates are Subject to Change and More to be added

September:

6th ~ 8th Grade Pep Band for Football Game 6:00 pm (OCMS vs. NOMS) 
13th ~ 8th Grade Pep Band for Volleyball Game 6:00 pm (OCMS vs. EOMS) 

TBA ~ Kick off Fall Fundraiser

October:

TBA ~ 8th Grade Tailgate Party with the OCHS Band 4:00 pm at OCHS
18th ~ 8th Grade Halloween Concert with OCHS and East Oldham MS 7:00 pm at OCMS
November:

3rd ~ Pep Band for Girls Basketball Game (Girls vs. EOMS)
11th ~ Veterans Day Concert Time TBA OCMS Gym 8th Grade Only
19th ~ Morehead State University Honor Band Clinic 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade (By Application Only)

December:

3rd ~ 7th and 8th Grade All District Band Auditions at Shelby East Middle School  

6th ~ Pep Band for Boys Basketball Game (Boys vs. EOMS)
8th ~ Chick-Fil-A Dinner 5:00 pm OCMS Cafeteria
8th ~ 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Christmas Concert 7:00 pm OCMS Gym
January: 
6th and 7th ~ All District Band at Martha Layne Collins High School Select 7th and 8th Grade

13th and 14th ~ Reserve Date for All District Band in Case of Inclement Weather

February:
TBA ~ Kick off of Magazine Booklet Fundraiser 

March:
8th ~ Concert Band Day 9:00 am – 3:30 pm OCMS Band Room 8th Grade Only

9th ~ PRE-KMEA Concert at OCHS 7:00 pm 7th and 8th Grade Only

14th or 15th ~ KMEA Large Ensemble Festival at Collins High School During School Hours, 7th and 8th Grade Only

25th ~ Solo and Ensemble at NOHS 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade 

April:

Nothing at this time

May:
11th ~ 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Spring Concert 7:00 pm OCMS Gym
13th ~ Kings Island Trip 8th Grade Only

Pre-Approved Private Lesson Instructors

	Sheri Davino (Flute)
516-316-7384Cell

sheri@brishermusic.com
Kim Spaulding (Flute)

502-493-7313 Cell

kim_spaulding2@bellsouth.net
Mimi deGuzman (Flute)

270-317-2425 Cell

Dsdegu01@hotmail.com

Katherine Alberts (Oboe)

502-533-7326 Home

katherineaalberts@hotmail.com
Jackie Belcher (Bassoon)

502-471-7512 Cell

sweetbassoonist@gmail.com

Brad Rogers (Clarinet/Sax)

502-222-9461  Work

502-225-9891  Home

bradford.rogers@oldham.kyschools.us
Carolyn Fassio (Clarinet)

502-593-7260

carolyn.fassion@gmail.com
Ron Jones (Saxophone)

502-495-6602 Cell

rjmusic@ronjonesquartet.com 
Kevin Cox  (All Woodwinds)

502-222-8481  Work

502-718-0882  Cell

502-222-0262  Home

kevin.cox@oldham.kyschools.us

	Don Woods (Trumpet)
502-554-3343 Cell
donwoods.trumpet@yahoo.com
Colin Dorman (Horn)

205-862-5557 Cell

csdorman@gmail.com
Tony Wise (All Brass)

502-222-1451  Work

anthony.wise@oldham.kyschools.us
Kevin Cox  (All Brass)

502-222-8481  Work

502-718-0882  Cell

502-222-0262  Home

kevin.cox@oldham.kyschools.us
John Gutermuth (Low Brass)

502-244-1743

502-759-2434

Jguterm891@aol.com
Brandon Johnson (Low Brass)

502-802-6072 Cell

tubanotes@gmail.com

Chris Schmidt (Low Brass)

270-998-0160  Cell

Cschmidt316@gmail.com
Tammy Oerther  (Percussion)

502-633-1471  Work

502-550-4044  Cell

tammy.oerther@shelby.kyschools.us
Shela Vilardell (Percussion)

502-417-8828 Home

malletmasters@att.net



Oldham County Middle School

Band Student Handbook 

Agreement

Dear Student and Parents or Legal Guardian:

In becoming a member of the Oldham County Middle School Band, I agree to do my personal best to carry on the tradition of excellence and success both musically and personally. I realize that conscientious attendance and preparation for rehearsals and

performances are essential for the Oldham County Middle School Band to operate successfully. I fully understand the conditions set forth in this handbook and agree to abide by them. I also grant to the Oldham County Middle School Band the right to use, publish, and reproduce for publicity, historical, and/or fun purposes excerpts from interviews, articles, essays, and letters; photographs; video and audio recordings; and any other still or moving images of me taken during my participation in the band program, such use to be as in the Band newsletter, the Band web site, Band videotapes, newspaper articles, etc., and to use my name in this connection. I understand I shall not be paid for such use.

______________________________

________________

(Student's Name - Please Print)


   
(Grade)

______________________________                        ________________

(Student Signature) 


        

           
(Date)

______________________________ 

________________

(Parent/Guardian Signature) 




(Date)

______________________________ 

________________

(Parent/Guardian Signature) 




(Date)



This agreement must be signed by both the student and the parent(s) and

turned in by Friday, September 2nd.
15
Check us out on the web at www.ocmsband.com!!


